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Premi's exercise is valuable for its detailed
tables. He has clr*nologioally traced the
evolution of family planning progranrmes
launched from time to time. The nst outcome
of these prografirmes is known to all and
roquires no elaboration.

Volumes like the present one rvhich are
based on s5mposia contibutions are bound
to contain a mix of outstanding, average
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and mediocre collections. Tremendous
credit goes to the editors who have
painstakingly put the disparate essays
togetler and given them a readable form.
The introduction to the volume by
Aijazuddin Ahmad is superb both in style and
substance.

The books is priced rather higb and this may
make it inaccessible to individuals.

- Dr. (Mrs.) Swarnjit Mehta

SUSTAINABLE ITBGENERATION OF DEGRADBD LANDS
Eclitecl by - Jtati K. Parikh ancl B. Swdhakara Recldy

Tata McGrav-Hill Puh, Co. Ltd., New Delhi, 1997 (IG[DR, CAP2I),
pp.295 * x, Pric:e not rluoted on cover

Lancl is the most tangible of ail natural
resources. it is upon land tliat man has Ieft the

imprints of all his cultures and civilisational
remains, sufferings and happiness,
achievements and tirilures. It is fbr land that
many a battlehas been fought, civiiisations rose

and perished. And yet, land remains the most

contcntious of all human affairs. While land

as privtite property emerged with the
development of the agrarian civilisation some

ten thousand years ago, considerable amount
of land remained as a common resource for the

community on which the community has usc

and occasionally, occupancy riglits. 'fhis is
otlL: : comrnon to developing societies rvhere
yiii"i{.rus social groups and communities at

differ'ent evolutionary phascs of their social
history, may co-exist. In sucl"i societies, rights
on Common Prupeffy [,and Resources (Ci't-R)
are generally accepted concepts of the
community vis-a-vis the state and also, thc

irrrliviclual holdcr oforvnershilr rights. Even the
developed natior.rs clo recognise tlie usc rights
o f'ci tizeus over certirin fonns o f environmental
or irifrastructurai rcsourccs. I lris phenomenon
is quitc conrflron amouq florcst drvellers, quasi-
nomarls anci village communities of India.
I lorvcvci, iu rcocnt times, the traditional use

:'ights of val'ious communitics uncler various
circulnsianccs, ovgr comnlon liitrcl resources,

have corni: uncicr scvcre strain both througli the
r{irstriLrtions imposed b), ,.tr., all pcrvading,
sovrrcign sillc anri tl.rc greed of the individuiil
ci.rricacirr:rs ove r Lr*mR1on land rcsourccs I'his
]ras rcsirit*rl in scvcrc crosion oftlie live lihood-
:i:':it*ff of munl' co mmn nitics, u,ho traditi ona l l y
r-rrlr..,iyed on thcir usc rights on the common land
!'t:iilr..lrJf s.

i,l llris li{lli, ihc ceirttritrillions of various
sci:r---irrs in a uational scntiuar ilt lCilIlR,
L.i urnb;i i i ri N r.rr,cr:lbcr'. l 9!)6 ancl cncapsulated
:ir ihi: *un'r:nr- volrlrrtrl is a rcf}cslilng delrarature
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from the main-stream economics, into an area

much neglected but ofimmense significance to

a large number of Scheduled Tribes, Castes and

village communities tkough out the country.

The book contains a total of thirteen papers

arranged into three parts, Part I dealing with

the concepts and status of CPLR, the Part ll
dealing with specific methqdologies and Part

lll clealing with management practices and

alternative institutional arrangements on

specific case studies. Maj ority contributions,

of course, emanate from the CAP2I group of
IGTDR.

The first paper by Vijay Laxmi and Jyoti Parikh

deals with the concept of CPLR and its current

status in Lndia. The second by N' C. Cautam

(of NRSA) stresses on the modern

methotlologies like remote sensing application

to identification of various categories of waste

land and to the extentthey could be utilised for

Iand regeneration. Iyengar's paper on CPLR in

Gujarat points to the modernisation forces that

beset the fraditional relationships like land

encroachment; etc. and the possibility of state

intervention in parceling the degraded commons

to co-operatives for land regeneration, as

income and employment generating activities'

Nadkarni emphasises the revival of the

fraditional use rights system as an important

component of the strategy of rural poverty

alleviation in the country' Dixit narrates the

travails of the Banni villagers (of'Kachchh)

where frequent droughts in recent years, have

degraded the quality of the grasslands, a

commonproperty resouce and thus, affecting

their livelihood sYstem.'

part tt contains three papers by NTCCF and

the ICIDR faculty and largely deals with the
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economics and meethodologlcal innovalions in
environmental accounting (of some ca-se studies

from Gujarat and Kamataka) ofNational Tree

Crowers' Co-operative Federation Ltd. and

demonstrates that many such co-operatives are

not only economically viable butremunerative
and thus, are eminently viable entetprises and

could be replicated in many such villages with
degraded village commons for bettering the

Iivelihood system of the villagers, -- a major

task that NTGCF has ventured uPon.

Drawing extensively upon the Palamau
experiments (on village co-operatives),' Gopal

Kadekodi emphasises the successes of such

alternative institutions and management
practices (primarily, land co-operatives) and

their economic viability in errhancing the quality

of life of the villagers. Reema Nanavathy
(SEWA) takes, rather an exffeme feminist stand

by forcefully arguing to hand-over the entire

forestry sector to women and under women's

management. Riya Sinha's paper, while
commenting on various CPLR institutions
(NCOs), is of opinion that'rtward in proportion

to effort and contributiot't'works the best' The

study based on six Rajasthan villages by

Kanchan Chopra and S.C. Gulati addressess

the problems of linkages of CPLR system and

stress migration'. The last paper by Reddy,

Parikh and Parikh is based on a stakeholders

survery of Mallanhally village that analyses the

strengths and weaknesses of the TGCS system

adopted.

No doubt, India now is saddled with nearly one

third ofher land area degraded, either degraded

forest land, wastelands or marginill lands, a

major part ofwhich falls under CPLR. It needs

regeneratlon and the regeneration Prooess can

orher North-Easlertl st(ttes hrrvn"u rer)i.rnttrtg lraditiotr Ltf CI'LR (t'h D' the'tis rl'D'D' Nengnongn' Rural-

Llrbrnt Migrrtlirtn in )v[cgholrrya, to be submittetl)
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create millions of man-days of work and
employment and economic regenerationofmany
marginalisesd communities. Many traditional
CPLR mallagemelrt systems are available,
many new experiments in the form of the
JFMCs, TCCS and the Palamau type land co-
operatives are also available. The govemment
has no funds to regenerate all these land ori its
own steam (the ventures like the social forestry
or NWDB etc.) and the successes of such
efforts are limited only and the programmes
are not quite cost-effective. CPLR provides an
alternative to such approaches, where the
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community is the investor and harvester of
benefits. The institutional arrangements and
managements systems could be adopted in such
manner that tl're ventures truly beconie
'bankable', i.e. without surviving on doles fi.om
public fi.rnds. The role of government or the
NCOs to that exlent should be that of the
promoter and facilitator, allowing the co-
operativcs to take a plunge in lancl regeneration
as an economic venture.

A. C. Mohapatra
Shillong


